MESSAGE OF HIS EXCELLENCY, PASCAL
BATJOBO, AMBASSADOR OF BURKINA FASO
TO JAPAN
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I would like to express my satisfaction for the exciting partnership that exists
between the City of Shiroi and the Embassy of Burkina Faso.
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The unremitting efforts of the Government of Burkina Faso in the
implementation of the National Economic and Social Development Plan
(PNDS), with the support of Japan, have made it possible to achieve important
results in the strategic sectors of education, health, agriculture, infrastructure
and democracy.
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Despite a difficult security context facing countries in the Sahel region, Burkina
Faso has recorded a growth rate of 6.4% in Gross National Product in 2019. The
President of Burkina Faso, His Excellency Roch Marc Christian KABORE,
who is also the current President of the G5 Sahel, called on the international

community to intensify its efforts against terrorism in Africa and mainly in the
Sahel.
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The major event in 2019 between Japan and Africa was TICAD 7 in Yokohama,
to which the President of Burkina Faso participated with a delegation of almost
one hundred members.
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The fruitful exchanges that President KABORE had with the highest authorities
of Japan and business leaders, made possible to draw a fruitful cooperation
between our two countries.
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Since 1962, Japan and Burkina Faso have been entertaining excellent ties of
friendship and cooperation. The priority areas of our cooperation are diplomacy,
agriculture, education, health, infrastructure etc.
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In 2019, our bilateral cooperation maintained and strengthened its dynamism,
evidenced by the exchange of high-level delegations. In less than a year,
President KABORE made two visits to Japan: One on an official visit on
November 2018 and his participation in TICAD 7 in August 2019.
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The Governments of our two countries have reached an agreement regarding
food and humanitarian aid, the acquisition of heavy equipment for infrastructure,
the provision of financial resources to help the stability of our country etc.
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Members of the Government and the National Assembly of Burkina Faso also
made official visits to Japan.

The last important visit in 2019 was made by His Excellency Mr. Alpha
BARRY, Minister of Foreign Affairs on the occasion of enthronement of His
Majesty the Emperor of Japan.
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In March 2020, we were nearly about to receiving the visit of Burkina Faso
Minister of Sports in Japan. But at the very last minute the visit was canceled
due to a timetable constraint. The visit would have been an opportunity to sign
the Memorandum of Understanding between the Minister of Sports and the
Mayor of Shiroi as Host town of Burkina Faso’s athletes for Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympic Games. But we hope that will be possible next year as the
Olympic games are postponed to next year.
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Since the beginning of the year 2020, Japan and the rest of world including
Burkina Faso, have been facing to the spread of coronavirus COVID-19.

I would like to address my condolences to the grieved families all over the
world that lost their loved ones and wish good recovery to the sick.

Allow me to express our sincere gratitude to the Government and people of

Japan, particularly the people of Shiroi for their constant support for Burkina
Faso's development efforts.

Thank you.
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